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CONVENTION ON TI{E PROTECTION AND USE
OF TRANSBOUNDARY WATERCOURSES A}ID INTERNATIONAT I,AKES

PREAMBLE

The Partles to this conventi.on.

ltindfut that the protection and use of transboundary watercourses and
j.nter-nationil lakes are j.nportant and urgent tasks, the effective
accornplishment of which can only be ensured by enhanced cooperation,

concerned over the existence and threats of adverse effects, in the short
or Long tern, of changes j.n the conditiohE of transboundary watercourses anal
lnternational lakes on the enviroturent, econoEies aatl well-being of the
nember countri.es of the Economi.c Comlrisslon for Europe (ECE),

Emphasizing the need for strengthened national and i.nternational measures
to prevent, control and reduce the release of hazardous substances into the
aquatic environment and to abate eutrophication and acidlficatlon, as well as
pollution of the tnarine eDwirontnent, in particular coaEtal areas, froEr
Iand-based sources,

CorErendiDg the efforts afreaaly untlertaken by the ECE Govelnrlent6 to
strengthen cooperation, on bilateral and multilateral levels, for the
prevention, control and reduction of transbouralary pollution, sustainable
rrater nanaganent, conservati.on of L-ater resources and environnental protectlon,

Recalling ttle pertinent provisions and principles of t}le Declaration of
the Stockholm Crnference on the Hunan Environnent, the Flnal Act of the
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Eulope (CSCE), the Concludlng
Documents of the Maalr.id and vienna Meetings of ReI)te6entativea of the
Participatj.ng States of the CSCE, and the Regional Strategy for Environmental
Protection and Rati,onal Use of Natural Resources in ECE Menbe! countries
caverlng tbe Pertod uI) to the Year 2ooo anal Beyonal,

Europe in promoting international cooperation fo! the preventlon, control and
reduction of transboundary water pollution ana suatalnable uEe of
transboundary waters, and in this regard recal-1ing the ECE Declatation of
Policy on Prevention and control of water Pollutlon, lncluding Transboundary
Pollutionr the ECE [reclaration of Policy oD the Rational UEe of water, the EcE
Principles Regarding Cooperation ln the Flelal of Transboundary l{aters r the ECE

Charter on crounalerater Management, and the Code of conaluct on Accialental
Pol.Iution of fransboundary lnland l{ate!s,

Referring to decisiors I (42) and I (44) attoptea by the Economlc
Comrlssj-on for Europe at j"ts forty-second and forty-fourth aessions,
respectively. and the outcome of the csCE tleeting on the Protection of the
Environment (Sofia, Bulgaria, L6 October - 3 Noveeber 1989),

conscious of the roLe of the United Natlons Econonic Com1Bslon for



Emphasizing that cooperation betlreen menber countries in regard to the
protection and use of traDsbourdary L,aters shall b€ lftpleDented prj,-nar11y
through the elaboration of agEeements between countrles bordering the sarne
uaters. especially where no such agreements have yet been reached,

Have agteed as follows r

DEFINTTTONS

For the purpoaes of this convention,

1. "Transboundary iraters" heans any surface or grouiril watera whlch
nark, cross or are located on bouDdaries between tvo or nore States, krhereve!
transbourdary waters flol, directly j-nto the aea, these tlan6bunAary waterE
end at a straight line across their respective Doutha beteeen polnts on the
low-water line of thell banls t

2. ItranEbounaary Jnpact" means any sigrriflcant adveise effect on the
environnent resulting fron a change j.n the contlitlons of tranaboundary $aters
causeat by a huran activLty, the physical orj-gj,n of rhich is situ.teal xholly or
in part rrj.thin an alea unaler the Juriadiction of a Party, ulthin an area unil.!
the jurisdiction of another Party. such effecta ott the enwlrohDcnt lncluae
effects on human health antl eafety, fl,o!a, fauna, aoLl, alr. water, clle.te,
Iandscape and historical ronumenta or other physical Etrusturea or the
lnteractlon among these factor6, they alEo lncluale effects on the culturll
herltage or socio-economic conalltions resultlng from alteratlonB to those
factors ,

4. "R1palian Parties" neans the PartieE borderlng the arltre
transbourtdary waterst

5. "Joi.nt body" means any bilateraL or Eultllateral ccmissi,on or other
appropriate lnstltutlonal arraDgenents for cooperatlon betueen the Rlprrlan
Parties,

6. lHazardous gubstances" lreans sulEtances rhlch are tax1c,
carcinogenlc, Eutagenl'c, teratogenlc or blo-acculul,atlve, €Blreclally vhen they
are perslstent,

7. "Best available technology" (the deflnltlon ls contalned ln annex I
to thls Conveation ) .
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Article 1

3. "party" neans, ur1ea6 the text otherwise indlcateB, a Contracting
Party to thia Conventi-ont



l. The PartLes Bhal1 take all appropriate meaEiures to prevent, control ana
reduce any transboundary impact.

2. Ihe Parties sha1l, in particular, take all appropriate lreasurear

(a) To prevent, control aDd realuce pollutj.on of waters causlng or Likely
to cause transboundary impact,

(b) To ensure that transboundary waters are used uith the ain of
ecologj-ca1ly sound and rational water mirna geEent, conservation of vater
lesources and envlrorunental protection,

(c) To ensure that transboundary watera are used ln a reaEonable and
equltabLe rray, taking into particuLar accourt thel! tranEboundary character,
in t].e case of actlvlties which cause or are l-Lke1y to cause tr.n6bourtdary
l-ml,act I

(d) To ensure conservation and, phere neceBaary, reEtoratlon of
ecosyEteDS.

3. Measures for the prevention, control and reductlon of water pollutlon
shall be taken, h,here possible, at source.

5. In taking the measures referred to in paragraphs I and 2 of thls articl.e,
the Parties shal1 be gulated by the following princlpleEr

(a) The precautionary principl.e, by vtrtue of whlch actlon to avoid the
potential transbourdary impact of tle releaEe of hazardou8 su.bstances shalI
not be postponed on the ground that scientific research has not fully proved a
causal link betrreen those substances, on the one hand, ua the potential
transboundary impact, on the other hand,

(b) ltre polluter-pays principle, by virtue of which costs of pollution
prevention, control and reduction neasutes shall- be borne by the polluter I

(c) lvater resources shal1 be nanaged so that the needs of the present
generatlon are met eithout compronj.sj.ng the ability of future generatlons to
meet their olrn needg.
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PARS T

PROVISIONS RELATING TO AI.,, PARTIES

Artl.cle 2

GENERAT PROVISIONS

4. Thege measurea shall not directly or tnalirectly reault ln a transfer of
pollution to other parts of the environment.



6. The RltrErian Parties sha11 cooperate on the basj-s of equality and
reciproclty, ln particuLar through bifateral and nultilateral agreements, in
order to develop harhonized policies, progrr.uunes and strategies covering the
relewaht catchruent areas, or parts thereof, aj.rred at the prevention, control
and reductl.on of transboundary imlEct and aimed at the protection of the
environ8ent of transboundary waters or the environment influenced by such
eaters, including tlte marine environ!|ent.

8. The provisions of this conventj-on shall not affect the right of Parties
indlviduatly or Jointly to adopt and irnPlement hore stlingent measules than
those 6et alonn ln thls ConveDtion.

Arti,cle 3

PREITENTION, CONTRO! AND REDUCTION

I. To prevent, control and reduce tlansbounalary j.mpact, the Parties shall
develop, adopt, itlplernent anal, as far as possible, render conpatlble relevant
1egal, adatinistrative, econonic, financial and technical neasu:res, in order to
ensure, inter alia, that!

(a) The emj.ssion of poll,utants is prevented, control.led and reduced at
source through the appJ,ication of, lnter al,ia, lor^,- and non-lraste technology,

(b) fransboutrdary raters are protected against pollution fron point
sources through the prlor licensing of waste-water discharges by the competent
national authorlties, anal that the authorizeal discharges are monitored ard
controlledt

(c) Limita for \raste-rater discharges stated j.n permits are based on the
best avaiLable technology for discharges of hazardous substances,

(d) Strlcter requlremeDts. even leading to prohibl-tion in inilivitlual
cases, are impo6ed when the quality of the receivingr water or the ecosysten so
requires,

(e) At least biological treatrent or equivalent processes ale applied to
nunicipal lraatc sater, irhere necesaary in a 6tep-by-step approach,

(f) Apploprtate neasules are taken, such as the application of the best
available technology, in order to reduce nutrient inputs from Industrial and
municipal aources t

(S) Approprlate lreasures and best environmental practices are developed
antl impLelented for the reduction of inpuls of nutrients and hazardous
substances froE dLffuse sources, especial"ly where the rEin soulces are from
agricu.]-tr1re (gmldellnes for developing best environmental practj-ces are given
j,n annex II to this Convention),
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7. The applicatlon of this convention shal1 not lead to the deterioration of
ellvironntental condltions nor lead to ihcreased transboundary ilnpact.



(h) Erviron.Elenta1 impact assessment and other heans of asgessnent are
appliedt

(i) sustainable water-resources management, incfuding the appL-ication of
the ecosystens approach, is promotedt

(j) contingency pfannj.ng is developed,

(k) Additional specj.fic measures are taken to prevent the polluti.on of
groundwatera,

(1) The risk of accidental pollution is ninitrLized.

2. To this end, each Party shall set emission lirn-its for dj.scharges fro[r
point sorrrces into surface waters baseal on the best avaj-Iable techno]-ogy,
vhlch are specifically applicable to j.ndividual industrlal sectors or
j.ndustrles from rhich hazardous su.bstances deri-ve. The appropriate measures
tlentionedl in paragraph 1 of thls articl-e to preweht, control anal reiluce the
input of hazardous substances frorr point and diffuse sources into lraters, Inay,
inter a1ia, .lnclude totaf or partial prohibition of the production or use of
such Eubstances. Exlsting lists of such industrial sectorE or lnttustLieE and
of such hazaralous substances in international conventions or regulations,
which are applicable in the area covered by this Convention, shall be taken
lnto accotrnt.

3. ID adalition, each Party shall define, where appropriate, water-quaLity
objectlves anal adopt rrater-qual1ty criteria for the purpose of preventing,
controlling and reducing transboundary impact. General gultlahce for
developing auch objectives ard criteria is given in annex III to thi6
Conventj-on. llheD necessary, the Parties sha]l endeavour to update this annex.

Article 4

I.IONITORTNG

The Parties shal] establish progrannes for nonitoring the conditions of
tranaboundary waters.

.Article 5

lltre Parties sha11 cooperate in the conduct of research iDto and
develotnnent of effectj-ve techniques for the prevention, control and reduction
of transboundary inpact. To this effect, the Parties shall, on a bi.lateral
anal,/or multllateral baBis, taking lnto account research activiti.es purEued in
relevant international faru!|s, endeavour to initiate or intensify specific
reaearch progrr.uues, whele necesaary, ained, inter alia, atr

(a) MethodE for the a66essment of the toxicity of hazaldous substances
and the noxiousnesE of pol-lutants,
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RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT



(b) rmproved knowledge on the occurrence, distribution and environmental
effects of poLlutants antl the processes involved,

(c) The development and application of enviroltmentally sourd
technologies, production and consrhption patterns,

(d) The phasing out anallor subst.itution of substances 1ikely to have
transboundary inpactt

(e) EYtvi-ronmental ly sounal methods of disposal of hazardous substances,

(f) Special methods for irnproving the condj-tions of transboundary lraters,

(g) The developurent of environmentally sound lrater-construction works
and water-regmlation techniques t

(h) The physical and financial assessment of danage resulting fron
transboundary inpact.

The resultg of these research progranhes shal1 be exchanged among the Partles
in accorilance r,rith article 6 of this Convention.

Article 6

EXCHANGE OF INFOR}..IATION

The Parties shall proviale for the rridest exchange of information, as
early as possible, on issues covered by the provisions of thls Conventlon.

Article 7

RESPONSIBILITY AND LIABILTTY

The Parties shall support appropriate international efforts to elaborate
ruleE, criteria and procedures in the field of responsibility and liability.

Article I

PROTECTION OF INFORMATION

The provisionE of this Convention shall not affect the rights or the
obllgations of Parties j-n accordance with thelr natlonal legal syEtehs and
applicable supranational regulations to protect information related to
industrial and commercial secrecy, including intellectual. property, or
national security.
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PART II

PRO'ISIONS RELATING 10 RIPARIAN PARf,IES

Article 9

BII,ATER.AL AND MULTILATERAL COOPERATION

1. The Riparian Parties shal} on the basis of equality and reciprocity ente!
lnto bilateral or multilateral agEeenents or other arrangenents, where the6e
do not yet exist, or aalapt existing ones, where necessary to eliminate the
contradictions with the basic principles of this Conventlon, in order to
define their mutual relations anal conduct regarding the preventj-on, control
anal realuctlon of transboundary impact. The Rj.parian Parties shall specify the
catchnent area, or part(s) thereof, subject to cooperation, These agreernents
or arrangemetrts shall enbrace rel.evant issues covereal by thj-s Conventj-on. as
!veL1 as any other issues on vhich the Riparian parties may deeh it necessary
to cooperate.

2. The agreements or arrangements rnentioned in paragrraph 1 of this article
sball provlde for the establishnent of joint boalies. The tasks of these joint
bodies shall- be, lnter alj,a, and without prejudj-ce to relevant existin g
agTeeutents or arrangements, the followlngt

(a) To colLect, comliIe and evaluate data in order to identify pollutj.on
sou:rces likely to cause transbundary lmpact t

(b) To elaborate joint tnonitoring progTammes concerning water quality
and quantlty,

(c) To &ar' up inventoriee and exchange information on the pol-.1-ution
sources nentioned in paragrraph 2 (a) of this artLcle,

(d) To elabolate enission 1lmits fo! waste irater and eealuate the
effectiveness of control prograuures,

(e) To elaborate joint water-quality objectiwes atld crlreria having
regaril to the provisions of article 3, paragraph 3 of this ConventLon, and to
propo8e relevant measures for maj-ntaining and, where necessary, improving the
exi6tlnq water quallty,

(f) To develop concerted actj-on progEarnnes for the reduction of
pollution foads from both polnt sources (e.9. nunlcj.pal and j.ndustrial
sources ) and aliffuse sources (particularly frorn agrj-culture) t

(h) To serve as a folum for the exchange of informatj,on on existing and
pl.anned uses of lrater and related Lnstallations that are fikely to cause
transbourdary lmpact,
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(S) To establish warning and alarrn procedures t



(i) To promote cooperatioh anal exchaige of information on the best
available technology in accordaltce wlth the provj"sions of article 13 of th.is
Conventj.on, as r,ell as to encourage cooperation in scientiflc research
progralllres,

(j) To participate ln the j.nple&entati.on of envirorurentaL inpact
assessments relating to transboundary waters, in accordance with al)propriate
international regulations.

3, In cases where a coastal State. being Party to this Convention, is
al.irectly and sig"rificantly affected by transboundary iEpact, the Riparian
Parties can, if they all so agree, invite that coastal State to be involved in
an applopriate manner ln the activj.ties of muLt,ilateral Jolnt bodies
established by Parties riparian to such transboundary vraters.

4. .foint bodies accoraling to this Conventlon shall invite jolnt boalies,
established by coastaL States for the protection of the marine envirotrment
directly affecteal by transboundary iupact, to cooperate in order to harmonize
their work and to prevent, control and reduce tie transboundary impact.

Article f0

CONSI]LTATIONS

Consultations sha1l be held betlreen the Riparian parties on the basis of
reciprocity, good faith and good-nelghbourliness, at the request of any such
Party. Such consultations shaLL ain at cooperation regarding the issues
covered by the provj.sions of this convention. Any such consultatiohs sha1l be
conducted through a joint body established uader article 9 of this Convention,
where one exists.

1. In the framet ork of general cooperation mentioned in article 9 of this
Convention, or specific arrangements, the Riparian parties sha1l establish and
iBplement joint progT ames for monitorj-ng the conditions of transboundary
waters, including floods and ice drifts, as \rell as transboundary impact.

2. The Riparian Parties shall agree upon pollution parameters and polLutants
uhose discharges anal coDcentration in tlansboundary waters shall be regularfy
lronitored.
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5. I,Itrere two or more joint bodies exi-st -in the satne catchrnent area, they
shall endeavoux to coordinate their activities in order to strengthen the
prevention, controL and reduction of transboundary impact within that
caCchment aiea.

Article 11

.]OINT MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT



4. For tiese purposes, the Riparian Parties sha1l harnonize rules for the
setting up and operation of monj-torj.ng prograrunes, neasurement systens,
dewices, analytj.cal techniques, data processing and evaLuation procedures, and
methods for the registration of pollutants discharged.

Arti-cle 1.2

CO},IIiION RESEARCH AND DEVELOPI4ENT

In the frarnework of general cool)elation mentioned in article 9 of t}lis
Convention. or specj.fic arrangenents, the Riparian Parties shall undertake
specific research and devefopment activities in support of achieving and
maintaining the eater-quality objectives and criteria which they have agreed
to set and adopt.

Article l3

EXCHANGE oF INPORinTION BETI,TEEN RTPARIAN pARTIES

1. The Riparian Parties shall, $rithin the framework of relevant agreements
or other arranqements according to article 9 of this Convention, exchange
reasonably available data, inter a1ia, onr

(a) Envj.ronnental conditions of transbountlary watera,

(b) Exp€rj.ence gained in the appl-ication and operation of best avaiLable
technolog,y and results of research and developmentt

(c) Enission and monitoring data,

(d) M6a6rrres taken anal p].anned to bc caken io prewent, conirol and
leauce transboundary inpactt

(e) Permits or regl]lations for r^raste-\.rater discharges issued by the
competent authorlty or appropriate body.

2. In order to harnonize emission linits, the Riparian Partj-es shal-l
undertake the exchange of inforrnaCion on their national regulations.

3. If a Riparian Party is requested by another Riparian Party to provide
data or information that is lot avaj.Iable, the forrner shall endeavour to
comply wj-th the request but may condition its compliance upon the paynent, by
the requesting Party, of reasonable charges for collecting and, where
appropriate, processing such data or inforrnation.
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3. The Riparj.an Partj.es shall, at reqular intervals, carry out joint or
coordinateal assessments of the condj.tions of transboundary waters and the
effecti-veness of measuies taken for the prevention, contlol and reduction of
transboundary impact. The results of these assessrnents shall be rnade
available to the public in accordance with the provj.sj-ons set out in
art.icle 16 of this Convention.



4. For the purposes of the inplehentatioD of thls Conventj-on, the Riparian
parties shall facili.tate the exchange of best availabLe technology,
particularly through t'he prolnotion ofr the conunercial exchange of avaitable
technolog'yr direct industrial contacts and cooperation, includi.ng joint
ventures, the exchange of information and experj.ence, and the provisj.on of
technical assistance. TtIe Riparian Parties shall also undertake joint
training programmes and the organization of relevant seminars anal heetings.

Article.l-4

I,IARNING AND AIARM SYSTEMS

The Riparian Paities shall- wiehout delay infonn each other about any
critical sltuation that nay have transboundary impact. The Riparian Parties
sha1l set up, where appropriate, and operate coordinated or joint
conmunicatlon, earniDg and alarn systerns !,ith the aim of obtaining and
transm-ittihg infonnation. These systerns sha1l operate on the basis of
conpatible data transt[ission and treatment procedures and faci].ities to be
agEeed upon by the Riparian Parties. The Riparian Parties shalL inforn each
othe! about competent authorities or polnts of contact alesignated for this
Purpose .

Arti-c1e 15

MU:TUAI ASSISTA.NCE

1. If a critical situation should ari6e, the Riparian Parties shall provide
trutual assistance upon request, following proceilures to be established in
accoralance with panagtraph 2 of this article.

2. The Riparian Parties shall elaborate and aqree upon procedures for mutual
asslstance ad&essing, inter alia, the follorring issues!

(a) The direction, control-, coordination and supervision of assistance,

(b) Local facilities and services to be rendered by the Party requesting
assistance, including, where necessary, the facilj.tation of border-crossing
formalltles t

(c) Atrangements for holding hannless. inde$nifying and/or compensatj-ng
the assj-sting Party and,/or its peraonnel, as well as for transit through
territories of thlrd Parties, rrhere necesaaryt

(d) Methods of reinburslng assistance services.

Article 16

PUBLIC INFORMATION

1. The Riparian Parties shall enBure that lnfornation on the cond.itions of
transbourtdary \[aters, measures taken or planned to be taken to prevent,
control and reduce transbounaary impact, and the effectiveness of those

- l0 -



(a) water-qua1j-ty objectives,

(b) Permits issued and the conditions required to be mett

(c) Resul.ts of vater and efflueht saftpling carried out for the pu.rposes
of nonitoring and assessment, as rrell as results of checking conpliance wLth
the water-quality objecti.ves or the perlLit conditions.

PART III

INSTITITTIONAI AND FINAI PROVISIONS

Artlcle L7

MEETING OF PA.RTIES

]. The flr5t meeting of the Parties shaIl be convened no Later than one year
after the date of the entry into force of thls Convention. lhereafter,
ordinary meetings shalL be helal every three year6, or at shorter interval.s aa
laiat down in the rules of procedure. The Parties shal1 hold an extraordinary
meeting 1f they so declde in the course of an oralinary neeting or at the
rrritten reque€t of any Party, provlded that, wlthin slx month6 of it beLnq
connunicated to al1 Parties. the 6aid request is supported by at least one
third of the Partles.

2. At tleir meetj.ngs, the Parties sha1l keep uoder contiDuous revie{ the
lmplementation of this convention, and, wlth thls pur:pose in ml-nd, shallt

(a) Review the policies for and nethodologj.cal approaches to the
protection and use of transboundary waters of the Parties wlt}l a view to
further irnproving the protection and use of traisboundary lratera)

(b) Exchanqe information regarding experience gained in concluding and
implementing bilateral anal multilateral agreements or other arrangements
regartling the prot€ction and use of transboundary waters to which one or more
of the Parties are party,

(c) Seek, rrhere appropriate, the services of relevant ECE bodies as Lrel,l
as other conpetent international bodles and specific colutittees in all aspects
pertinent to the achievement of the purposes of this Convention,

Eeasurea, is rrade available to tlte public. For this purpose, the Ripatlan
paltj-es shall enaure that the follorring infonEtion is made available to the
pubJ.ic r

2. The Riparian Parties shal] enaure that this infonnation 6ha11 be available
to the public at al1 reasonable tines for inspection free of charge, and shall
provj-de menibers of the public wlth reasonable facllities for obtaining from
the Riparian Partl.es, on pal'ment of rea€onable charges, copiee of such
information.

- 11 -



(d) At t}leir first meeting, consialer aial by consensus adopt rules of
procedure for the j.r heetings r

(e) Consider and adopt proposals for amendrnentE to this ConvenLiont

(f) cons.ider and undertake any additional action that nay be required
for the achievement of the purpo6es of this conventio!!.

Article 18

RTGHA TO VOTE

1. D<cept as provided for in paragraph 2 of this article, each Party to this
conventlon shaLl have one vote.

2. Reqional ecottomic j-ntegtation organizations, in natters within thej.r
competence, shall exercise their rlght to vote rrith a number of votes equal to
the nurber of their meniber states r'hich are Partj.es to this Convention. Such
organizations shall not exercise thelr rtght to vote if their tnember States
exerciBe theirs, and vice versa.

Article 19

SECREIARIAT

The D<ecutive secretary of the Econornic Comnission for Europe shall carry
out the following secretariat functionsl

(a) The convening and preparing of meetings of the partiest

(b) The transmission to the Parties of reports and other information
recei,ved in accordlance r{,lth the provisions of t}is convention,

(c) The perfortnance of such other functions as may h€ tletenrLined by the
Partlea.

Article 20

ANNEXES

hnexes Eo this convention shall constltute an integEal, part thereof.

Article 21

AMENDI.IENTS TO THE CONVENTION

1. Any Palty tnay propose amendments to this Convention.

2. Proposals for amendments to this Convention shall be consLdered at a
meeting of the Partles.
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3. The text of any proPosed amendment to this CoDvention shall be subr!"itted
in rrriting to the Executive Secretary of the Econoni,c corrEri s s ion for Europe.
who shall coruuricate it to all Parties at least ninety days before the
neeting at whj,ch j.t is proposed for adoptlon.

4. An a[endnent to the present Convenlion shall be adopted by consensus of
the representatives of the Parties to this Convention presenE at a meeting of
the Parties, and sha1l enter lnto force fo! the Parties to the conventlon
rhich have accepted it on the ninetieth day after the date on whieh two thj-rals
of those Parties have deposi,ted wlth the DeposLtary thelr lnstruments of
acceptance of the arnen&lent. !'l-le amendlnent sha1l enter into force for any
other Party on the ninetieth alay after the date on whlch that party deposits
lt6 instrument of acceptance of the anendment.

Article 22

SEITLEMSNT OF DISPUTES

1.. If a allapute ari3es b€tween trdo or rnore parties about the interpretatlon
or appllcatlon of thls Conventlon, they shal1 seek a solutlon by negotlatlon
or by any other means of dispute settlement acceptable to the parties to the
dispute.

2. when signj-ng, ratlfying, accepting. approvj-ng or acceding to thls
Conventlon, or at any tlme thereafter, a Party nay declare in writlng to the
Deposltary that, for a dispute not resolved in accordance wlth paragraph I of
this article, it accepts one or both of the foll.owing means of dispute
settleElent as corrpulaory in relatioD to any Party accetr)ting the same
obllgatlonr

(a) Subnission of the alispute to the InternationaL Court of Justicet

(b) Arbitration in accordance with the procedure set out in annex Iv.

3. If the partj.eg to the dispute have accepted bot}l mean6 of dispute
Eettlement referred to Ln paragtaph 2 of this article, the dlBpute nay be
sub&itted only to the Internatlonal court of Justice, utless the parties agnee

Article 23

SIGNATURE

Thia CoDvention 6hall- be open for sj.gmature at Helsinli frogl 17 to
18 March 1992 Incluslve, and thereafter at Unlted NatLons Headquartera ln
New York until la septenber 1992, by States menbers of the Econo[dc Comnission
for Europe as well, as states having conEultative Etatu8 rLth the Economlc
Co!@lasion for Europe pulauant to pala+aph I of EconoEric and Social Councll
resolution 36 (IV) of 28 Uarch 1947, and by regional economlc integTation
orgaDLzatlona constltuted by soverelg"r States rtrerlbers of tbe Econonlc
CoEli-asion for Europe to whl,ch their urernber State6 have transferred competence
over Eatters governed by this Convention, including the competence to enter
into treatiea in reBpect of these rnatterB.

- 13 -



Article 24

The Secretary-GeneraI
of this Convention.

DEPOSITARY

of the United Nations shall act as the Depositary

lrti.cl.e 25

RATIFICATION, ACCEPTANCE, APPROVAI A}.ID ACCESSION

1. This Convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or approval
by sigrnatory States and regional econold,c integrration organizations.

2. This Convention shalL be open for accession by the States and
organizations referred to in article 23.

3, Any organization referred to in article 23 whlch becomes a Party to this
convention without any of its member states being a Party shalL be bound by
all. the obligatlons under this Convention. In the qase of such organizations,
one or more of r^,hose nenber States is a Party to this Convention, the
organization and its member States shaLl tleci.de on their respective
responslbi lities for the performance of their obligations urder this
Convcetion. ID such cases, the organization and the lnehber States sha1l not
be entitled to exercise rights under this Convention concurrently.

4. In their instruments of ratifj-catj.on, acceptance, approval or accessj.on,
the regional econouric integration organizations referred to in article 23
shaIl declare the extent of their competence with respect to the matters
governed by this Convention. Th€se organizations shal1 also inform the
fiepositary of any substantial nodification to the extent of their competence.

Article 26

ENTRY INTO FORCE

1. This Convention sha11 enter into force on the ninetieth day after the
date of deposit of the sixteenth instrument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession.

2. For the purposes of paragiraph 1 of this article, any instrument aleposited
by a regional economic integEatlon orgranizatj,on shal-I not be counted as
additional to those deposited by States neEbers of such an organization.

3. For each State or organization referred to in article 23 Hhich ratifies,
accepts or approves this Convention or accedles thereto after the deposit of
the sixteenth j.nstrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession,
the Convention sha1l enter lnto force on the nlnetieth day after the date of
deposit by such State or organlzation of its instrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession.

-14-



At any time after three
corne into force with resPect
Cor)wention by giving llritten
withdra\^,a1 shall take effect
receipt by the Depositary.

Article 27

WITHDRAWA!

years fron the date on which thi6 Convention has
to a Party, that Party may vrj.thdraw from the
notification to the Depositary. Any such
on the ninetieth day after the date of its

Article 2A

AUTHEMIIC TEXTS

The original of this convention, of which the English, I'rench and Russian
texts are equally authentic. shaU be deposited lrith the Secretary-General of
the Uni.ted Nations.

IN I.ITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authori-zed thereto, have
sigTled this Convention.

DONE at Helsinki, this seventeenth day of March one thousand nine hurdreal
and ninety-tlro.
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ANNEX I

DEFINITION OF T1IE TERI'1 IiBEST AVAIL]IBLE TECENOLOGY"

1. ?he terrn "best available technolog:y" is taken to nean the latest stage of
devefopnent of processes, facil.ities or methods of operation irhich .indicate
the !)ractical suitability of a particular measure for lihiting discharges,
emissions and gaste. In determj-ning whether a set of processes, faciu.ties
and methods of operation constitute the best available technolog'y in general
or inctividual cases, special consideration is given tor

(a) comparabfe processes, facilities or method.s of operaElon which have
recently been successfulLy tried out,

(b) Technological advances and changes in scientific knolrledge and
understanding,

(c) ?he econothic feasibility of such technol-ogty,

(d) Tine lj.nj,ts for installation in both net, and existinqr pl-ants,

(f) Lorr- and non-raste technologry.

2. It therefore follows that rrhat is "best available technoloqy" for a
particular process niII change with tj.ne in the light of technofogical
advances, econoBric and social factors, as r,te1l as in the light of changes in
scientific knowledge and undelstanding.

- L6 -
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ANNEX II

GUIDELTNES FOR DEVELOPING BEST ET.IVTRONMEMIAI PRACTTCES

1. In selectsing for individual cases the most approprl-ate conbination of
neasures lrhich nay constitute the best environnenta] practice, the following
g:aaduated range of measures should be consideredr

(a) Provisj,on of information and education to the pu-blic anal to users
about the environnental conseguences of the choice of particular activities
and products, their use and ultihate alisPosaLt

(b) The development and application of codes of good environmental
practlce whlch cover aII asPects of the Product's Life,

(c) Labels informing users of environmental risks rel,ated to a produqt,
lts use anal ultimate disPosall

(d) Collection anil disposal systems avaiLable to the puilicl

(e) Recyclj.ng. recovery aIld reuset

(f) Application of econonic instruments to activities, products or
groups of products,

(s) A systeEr of licensing, lrhich j-nvolves a range of restrictions or a
ban

2. In determj-niDg rrhat cot&ination of measutes constitute best envj-roDmental
practices, in general or in individual cases, particular colsideration should
be given tor

(a) The envirorunental hazard ofr

The product t
The product's protluctj-on t
Ttre l>rodrrct's uae t
The productr s ultimate disposal t

(b) Substitution by less polluting processes or substances r

(c) Scale of use,

(d) Potential environmental benefit or penalty of substitute rBterials
or actlvities t

(e) Aalvances and changes in scientific knovl.edge and understanding,

(i)
(ii )
(11r)
(iv)
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I

(f) Titne limits for implenentation I

(g) social and econor.ic lmplicati-ons.

3. It therefore follows lhat best environmental practices for a particuLar
source vrill change wj-th tlme in the light of technologj,cal advances, economic
and sociaL factors, as well as in the 1i9ht of changes in scientific kno$ledge
and urderstanding.
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ANNEX III

GUIDEIINES FlR DEVELOPTNG WATER-QUAIITY
OBJECTIVES AND CRTTER.IA

Water-quality objectives and criterj-a shall.

(a) Take into account the aim of maintaining and, where necessary,
improving the existj-ng lrater qua1lty,

(b) Ain at the reduction of average poll"ution loads (in particular
hazardous su.bstances ) to a certain deqree \,rithin a certain period of time,

(c) Take into account specific rrater-quality requirements (ra!, uater for
alrj.nking-water purposes, irrigation, etc. ) t

(d) Take into account specific iequirements regarding sensitlve and
speclally protected waters and their environnent, e.g. lakes and groundwater
resources,

(e) Be based on the application of ecologicaL classificatLon methods and
cher[cal indices for the metlium- and long-terri revier,, of eater-quallty
lEl-ntenance and improvement,

(f) Take into account the degree to vhich objectives ale reached and the
addj.tional, protective measures, based on emissj.on limits, which may be
.equired in thdividual ca6es.
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ANNEX rv

ARBITRATION

1, In the event of a dj.spute being subnl.itted for arbitration I)u-sua,]t to
article 22, patagrapb 2 of this Convention, a party or lErties shall notify
the secretariat of the subject-natter of arbritration and indicate, in
I,altlcular, the articles of thj.s Convention lrhose interpletation or
application j.s at issue. The secretariat shaIl forlrard the infornation
received to all Parties to this Convention.

2. llhe arbitlat tribunal sha1l consist of three members. Both the clainrant
party or parties and the other party or Partj.es to the disPute shall aPPoint
an arbitrator, and the two arbitrators so apPointed shall desigrlate blt conElon

aqreement the thiral arbltrator, who sha1l be the preGldent of the arbitral
trj-bunal. ?he fatter shalt not be a national of one of the parties to the
atiapute, nor have hia or her usual place of re6idence in the territory of one
of these parties, nor be employed by any of them, nor have dealt with the case
in any other capacity.

3. If the presitlent of the arbitral tribunal has not been desj.grrated vithin
ti,o months of the appointment of the second arbitrator, the Executive
secretary of the Economic CotrElission for Europe shaII, at the request of
elther Party to the dj.sPute, desiFate the President wlth-in a further
two-month period.

4. If one of the parties to the dispute does not aPpoint an arbitrator
wlthin tuo months of the receiPt of the request, the other Party may so lnform
the b(ecutive secretary of the Economj.c connissj.on for Europe, who shaLL
desiqnate the prestalent of the arbitral tribunal eithin a further tFo-month
pertod. Upon designation, the president of the arbitla1 tribunal shall
requeat the party which has not aPpointed an arbitrator to do 60 within tvo
lranths. If it fails to do so within that Period, the president shall so
j.nforll the Executive Secretary of the Economic conrrisslon for EuroPe, lrho
shall eake this appointment iithin a further tro-rnonth period'

5. Ihe arbitral" tribunal shaLl render its decision in accordance with
lnternational Ia!, and the Provisions of this Convention.

6. Any arbitral trlbunal constituted unaer the provisi.ons set out in this
annex shatl draw up lts own rules of procedure.

7. lrhe decisions of the arbitral tribunal, both on Procedure and on
subEtance, shall be taken by eajority vote of 1ts menbers.

8. ltre tribrlnal may take al1 appropriate neasures to establish the facts.

9. The partLes to the disPute 6ha11 facil-ltate the lrork of the arbitral
tribunal and, in particular, using alL means at their disPosal, shallr

(a) Provide it vlth all relevant documents, facilitj-es and information,
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(b) Blable 1t, where necessary, !o call rditnesses or experts and receive
thel"r evidence.

10, The parties aDd the arbitrators shall plotect the confidentiality of any
hfornatlon they receive in confidence during the proceedings of the arbitral
tribunal.

I1. The arbitral tribunal may, at the lequest of one of the parties,
recomrend intelim measures of protection.

does not appear before the arbitral
other party may request the tribunal
its final decision. Alrsence of a
case shall not constitute a bar to

13. The arbitral tribunal may hear and determine counter-clains arising
directly out of the subject-matter of the dispute.

L5. Any Party to this Convention which has an interest of a legal nature in
the subject-Eratter of the dispute, and lrhich rnay be affected by a decision ln
the case, may intervene in the proceedings !r1th the consent of the tribunal.

16. The aibitral tlibunal shall- render its a$ard wlthin five nonths of the
date on whi.ch it is establlshed, unless it find.s it necessary to extend the
tfule llrdt for a period which should not exceed five months.

17. ttre award of the arbltral tribunal shall be accompanieal by a statenent of
reasons. It sha1l be finaL and binding upon all- parties to the dispute. The
arrard rril1 be transnitted by the arbitral tribunal to the partles to the
dj.Epuee altd to the secretarj.ac. The secretariat rrilL forward the information
recelved to all Parties to thiE conventio.-

1S. Any dispute whj,ch may arise bet$een the parties concerning the
interpretation or execution of the award nay be submitteit by either party to
the albltral tribural rrhich made the avard or, if the Iatter canrot be Eelzeat
thereof, to another tribunal constituted for this purpose ln the sane rnanner
aa tbe first.

12. ff one of the parties to the dispute
tribunal or fails to defend its case, the
to continue the proceealings and to render
party or failure of a party to defend its
the proceedj.ngs.

14, Unless the arbitral tri,bunal determines other!,ise because of the
particular cj-rcumstances of the case, the expenses of the tribriraL, including
the remrDeration of its nenbers, shal1 be borne by the parties to the dispute
in equaL shares. The tribunal shall keep a record of all its expenaes, and
shaLl furnish a fihaf statement thereof to the parties.


